Message

From: Laurie Sullivan - NOAA Federal [laurie.sullivan@noaa.gov]

Sent: 3/25/2021 1:23:59 PM

To: Chesnutt, John [Chesnutt.John@epa.gov]

CC: Amy.Merten@noaa.gov; Jennifer Boyce - NOAA Federal [jennifer.boyce@noaa.gov]; Huang, judy
[HuangJudy@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: FW: Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

Thanks, John!

On Wed, Mar 24, 2021 at 6:07 PM Chesnutt, John <Chesnutt John@epa.gov> wrote:

Here’s our near final response to the followup questions CBS sent EPA.

1.

The total Montrose settlement was $140 Million, correct?

A: Yes. EPA, the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), and the State and Federal
Natural Resource Trustees received a total of $140 million from multiple parties (including Montrose
Chemical Corporation) as part of multiple settlements. Of the $140 million, over $60 million went to the
Natural Resource Trustees (please confirm the exact amount with them) for their work, and $66 million
was allocated to EPA and DTSC to recover past response costs and address Palos Verdes Shelf.

The ocean contamination superfund site was 17 square miles, correct?

A: At complex Superfund Sites such as Montrose, EPA frequently divides the site into separate sections
referred to as “Operable Units”. The Montrose site is divided into six such units. Operable Unit #5 Palos
Verdes Shelf is approximately 88 square kilometers (approximately 34 square miles). The 17 square miles
number was from a 1994 United States Geological Survey report. Subsequent data showed that the DDT-
and PCB- contaminated sediments covered a larger area, and EPA thus expanded the Operable Unit.

The ocean contamination site was added to the superfund list in 1989, correct?
A: The overall Montrose Chemical Corp. Superfund Site was included on the National Priorities List of

federal Superfund sites on October 4, 1989. In 1996, EPA added Operable Unit #5 Palos Verdes Shelf and
began work.

From: Giarmoleo, Julia <Giarmoleo Julia@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 2:39 PM

To: Huang, Judy <Huang.Judy@epa.gov>; Nguyen, Ylan <nguven.vlan@epa.gov>; Butler, Thomas
<Butler. Thomas@epa.gov>; Ty, Fatima <Ty.Fatima@epa.gov>; Lyons, John <Lyons.John@epa.gov>;
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Chesnutt, John <Chesnutt.John@epa.gov>
Cec: Alpern, Michael <Alpern. Michael@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Hi Mike - Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

Good afternoon!

Below are some follow-up questions from CBS from the response (also below) we provided last week.

1. The total Montrose settlement was $140 Million, correct?
2. The ocean contamination superfund site was 17 square miles, correct?
3. The ocean contamination site was added to the superfund list in 1989, correct?

Thank you!

Julia

Julia Giarmoleo

Press Officer

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX

ciarmoleo julialepa.zov

213-326-2033

From: Seccombe, Kathleen <SeccombeK@cbsnews.con>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 1:40 PM

To: Giarmoleo, Julia <Giarmoleo Julial@epa.gov>; Berardelli, Jeff <BerardelliJ@cbsnews.com>
Subject: RE: Hi Mike - Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

Thank you for this Julia. I have a couple fact checking questions for you.
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1. The total Montrose settlement was $140 Million, correct?
2. The ocean contamination superfund site was 17 square miles, correct?
3. The ocean contamination site was added to the superfund list in 1989, correct?

I may have couple other questions this week. Thank you so much for your time.

Best,

Kathleen

From: Giarmoleo, Julia

Sent: Thursday, March 18,2021 10:09 AM

To: Berardelli, Jeff <BerardelliJ@cbsnews.com>

Ce: Seccombe, Kathleen <SeccombeK @ cbsnews.com>

Subject: RE: Hi Mike - Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

Hi Jeff,

Below is our response to your inquiry:

The historical disposal of industrial waste drums in the deep waters off Southern California is a large and
complex issue, and is not limited to the one chemical compound (DDT) nor to one disposal site. EPA,
alongside other state and federal agencies, has tracked this issue for many years.

Since the 1980s EPA has been using the Superfund Program to address the releases of DDT and other
hazardous substances into the soil and groundwater at the Montrose Chemical Plant Property, as well as the
runoff of these substances into stormwater ditches/channels and the sanitary sewer.

Regarding underwater impacts of this contamination, DDT on the close-to-shore Palos Verdes Shelf resulted
from industrial waste being disposed of into the sanitary sewer, then traveling through the sewer system and
ultimately to the ocean.
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In the mid-1990s, EPA’s Superfund Program began investigating, designing, and implementing cleanup
actions at the Palos Verdes Shelf, as the consumption of contaminated seafood harvested from the area had
been well documented and presented significant risk. As part of this effort, EPA completed cleanup of a
portion of the sanitary sewer with significant contamination in the mid-1990s.

For twenty years, EPA has worked with local partners to implement extensive and highly successful measures
to protect the public from the most imminent risks presented by DDT contamination on the Palos Verdes Shelf.
This has included educational outreach, fish market inspection programs, and a commercial catch ban — all to
prevent or deter consumption of fish contaminated with DDT and other hazardous substances.

Regarding the deeper ocean dumping sites, which are separate from the Palos Verdes Shelf, state agencies and
federal agencies such as NOAA examined DDT disposal at ocean sites in the 1980s and 1990s. The State of
California has not requested that the ocean dump sites be considered for listing as a Superfund Site on the EPA
National Priorities List. However, based on recent scientific research, EPA believes that this issue should be
examined again. EPA is collaborating with state and federal agencies to convene a meeting once the NOAA
and Scripps Institute studies are complete to discuss these dump sites, as well as the state’s perspective on this
issue.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions, or if I can be of any assistance.

Best,

Julia

Julia Giarmoleo

Press Officer

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX

iarmoleo.julisniena goy

213-326-2033
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From: Berardelli, Jeff <BerardelliJ@cbsnews.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 12:40 PM

To: Giarmoleo, Julia <Giarmoleo.Julia@epa.gov>

Ce: Seccombe, Kathleen <SeccombeK@cbsnews.com>

Subject: Re: Hi Mike - Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

Thank you Julia. Much appreciated.

Thank you,

JEFF BERARDELLI

METEOROLOGIST AND CLIMATE SPECIALIST | CBS NEWS
C: (917) 734-8831

E: BERARDELLIJ@CBSNEWS.COM

From: Giarmoleo, Julia <Giarmoleo.Julia@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 3:33 PM

To: Berardelli, Jeff <BerardelliJ@cbsnews.com>

Ce: Seccombe, Kathleen <SeccombeK @ cbsnews.com>

Subject: RE: Hi Mike - Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

External Email

Hi Jeff,

I’'m working on this, and will have a response asap. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if anything else should
come up in the meantime.
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Best,
Julia

Julia Giarmoleo

Press Officer

Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
giarmoleo.julia@epa.gov

213-326-2033

From: Berardelli, Jeff <BerardelliJ@cbsnews.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11:47 AM

To: Alpern, Michael <Alpern . Michael@epa.gov>

Ce: Seccombe, Kathleen <SeccombeK @ cbsnews.com™>; Giarmoleo, Julia <Giarmoleo Julia@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Hi Mike - Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

Thank you, Mike. Hi Julia. Thanks for the quick reply!!

You did not miss our deadline. Anytime in the next couple of days would be good, if possible.
Thank you,

JEFF BERARDELLI

METEOROLOGIST AND CLIMATE SPECIALIST | CBS NEWS

C: (917) 734-8831

E: BERARDELLIJ@CBSNEWS.COM

@CBS NEWS

From: Alpern, Michael <Alpern.Michael@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 2:32 PM

To: Berardelli, Jeff <BerardelliJ@cbsnews.com>

Cc: Seccombe, Kathleen <SeccombeK @cbsnews.com™; Giarmoleo, Julia <Giarmoleo.Julia@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Hi Mike - Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

External Email

Hi Jeft,

I'was out yesterday (did you get my out-of-office reply?) so am only seeing this email now. Sorry for the delay
— T hope we haven’t missed a deadline. I’'m connecting you with our L.A. press officer, Julia, regarding your

question. What is your deadline for a statement from EPA?
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Many thanks,

Mike Alpern - Director, Public Affairs
U.S. EPA Region 9 (Pacific Southwest)
(415)947-4142 | alpern.michaeli@epa.gov
Follow us on Twitter: @EPAregion9

From: Berardelli, Jeff <BerardelliJ@cbsnews.com>

Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 8:17 AM

To: Alpern, Michael <Alpern.Michael@epa.gov>

Ce: Seccombe, Kathleen <SeccombeK @ cbsnews.com>

Subject: Hi Mike - Request for comment from CBS News - DDT site and research

Hi Mike,
My name is Jeff Berardelli. I work on environmental stories for CBS News. Nice to virtually meet you.

My team is covering the new interest in the DDT site/s off the LA coast. We are looking for a statement on
this.

Specifically, we realize that work has been done through NOAA to help mitigate the impact of the sewage
outflow damage from the 20th century close to shore. But it seems many decades went by without the deeper
disposal site/s for the toxic barrels even being looked into to understand the extent of the possible
contamination, let alone work to try to clean it up.

So, we are curious why there has been such a long delay to get working on this portion of the contamination?
And we see that NOAA and Scripps are out there right now studying the bottom... what do you hope to
accomplish and what are the next steps? Any chance EPA or the government agencies will take a step to clean
this up soon?

Thank you,

JEFF BERARDELLI

METEOROLOGIST AND CLIMATE SPECIALIST | CBS NEWS

C:(917) 734-8831

E: BERARDELLIJ@CBSNEWS.COM
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Laurie Sullivan

Environmental Scientist

1410 Neotomas Avenue, Suite 110
Santa Rosa, CA, 95405

Laurie Sullivan@noaa.gov

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) Cell)

707-570-1762 (office)

ED_006389_00002557-00008



